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Glad to be Corrected. 


Cincinnati Convention. 


Attendance at the Cincinnati Convention promises to be record-breaking, 
f applications for hotel reservations may be taken as indication of the number of 
anners who will be there, Prospects for the Canned Food Exhibit to be held in 
sic Hall are equally good. Every available booth will be occupied and the dis- 
plays are expected to surpass any previous exhibits. 


For the convenience of those attending the Convention the local Commit- 
ee in Cincinnati will maintain a General Information Bureau in the lobby of the 
ibson Hotel. At this Bureau informetion may be secured regarding rooms or loca- 
ions. Late comers who desire hotel accommodations should go to this Bureau for 
nformation. The Association is assured that everyone who comes to the Convention, 
pven if without a reservation, will be taken care of. 


The Association has been advised that the play at the Shubert Theatre 
hursday evening, when a theatre party is to be tendered by the American Can Com- 
Dany, will be“Rosc Marie", instead of "Blossom Time" as announced in the program. 


Hits Theories on Ptomaine Poisoning. 


red VW. Tanner Talks to Chemists Club. 


The following is quoted from a recent issue of a Decatur, Illinois, news- 


"Time honored theories as to the cause of ptomaine poisoning were 
exploded by Professor Fred W. Tanner of the bacteriological department 
of the University of Illinois in an address beforo the dinner meeting 
of the Decatur Chemists’ club Friday evening when he spoke on "Some Re- 
cent Phases of Food Poisoning.". 
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"The statement that no harm can come from storing food in tin cans 
after opening was a startling one to many members of the club, and Dr, 
Tanner introduced a number of other integesting points on food preser- 
vation and quoted statistics from some of his recent researches that 
proved interesting. 


"A number of Decatur physicians were the guests of the club for 
dinner and a good attendance of members was present." 


Canning Crop Statistics. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture has issued statistics on the acreage, yield per acre, production, price per 
ton and total value of tomatoes for canning, green peas for canning, sweet corn for 
canning, sueap beans for canning, cabbage for kraut, asparagus for canning, cucum- 
bers for pickles, and spinach for canning. We understand this has been mailed to 
all canners, but copies can be obtained here if desired. 


Hearing on Empty Can Freight Rates. 


The hearing on empty can retes from Chicago and other points to Wisconsin, 
Minnesots and Michigan, originally set for December 20 and later postponed, has now 
been assigned by the Interstate Comierce Commission for February 10 at the Great 
Northern Hotel, Chicago, before Examiner Gaddess, The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. 


Record Freight Movement Expected. 


The American Railway; Association reports oa total of 48,527,227 cars load- 
ed with revenue freight during 1324, and the loadings during the first three months 
in 1925 are expected to be the greatest in history. This prodiction is based on 
information recoived by the Association in regard to prospective businoss in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 


According to the Department of Commerce, with the exception of canned 
meats, canned vegetablos and evaporated milk, the exports of canned and dried 
fruits for the eleven months of 1924 have exceeded the exports of the whole year 
1923. Exports of canned fruits were over 50 per cent higher than in 1923. An in- 
crease of 18 per cent is shown in salmon oxports during 1924, and the export de- 
mand for canned salmon and sardines is still large. 


Mexico is buying incroasing quantities of canned fish, which constitutes 
the largest item in our shipments of canned foods to that country. As price is an 
important consideration the cheaner sardine is a greater favorite than salmon. 
Canned milk is the second largest item in the cannod food exports to Mexico, and 
the United States supplies about 90 per cont of the canned milk bought by that 
country. The sale of canned fruit in Mexico, perhaps more than any other canned 
food, depends largely on consumption by the foreign population. Canned vegetables 
find a fair market in Mexico. Peas have the largest sale and asparagus is meeting 
With increasing favor. The exports of canned meat to Mexico are small, the prices 
of these products being beyond the reach of the average Mexican laborer. 


Need of Good Shipping Cases. 


Most canners use for their products outside containers which are properly 
constructed and which bring their goods to the retailer in perfect condition. Re- 
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cent compleints from some retail grocers to their local trade associations indicate 
that occasionally firms do not use the right materials and construction, with the 
result that cans must either be sacrificed by the retailer, or else he is put to 

the trouble of returning them to tho wholesaler or making claims for an allowancé. 
While unsatisfactory outside containers are the exception, canners will be interest- 
ed to know that these complaints have been made in order that they may check up 
their packing materials and methods. 


English Labeling Regulations. 


According to a cablegram from the London Chamber of Commerce to the Can- 
ners League of California regarding the labeling of canned foods for sale in that 
country, the British Customs Department considers the name of the state alone in- 
sufficient and suggests, for example, the use of the phrase "Packed in California". 


Decision on Unfair Competition. 


The Federal Trade Commission in a recent decision holds that selling a 
competitor's product for less than the regular prices charged by such competitor 
for the purpose of getting rid of the competing article and demoralizing the com- 
petitor's market constitutes unfair competition. The question arose in connection 
with the procedure of a foreign firm which found that the market in this country 
was stocked with goods of American companies organized during the war and which, 
being unable to sell its goods, effected exohanges of its goods for those of the 
American competitors and then sold these goods in such a way and such places as 
best calculated to injure the American competitors. 


Tomato Improvement in Virginia. 


The Agricultural Extension Service of Virginia, commenting on the tomato 
improvement work carried on in 1924, recently madé the following statement to the 
Raw Products Bureau of the National Canners Association: 


"In one of the soil improvement and fertilizer demonstrations, one 
acre in size adjoining a large field, we secured a yield of 670 five- 
eighths hampers of good fruit as compared with an average yield of 250 
to 500 baskets on the same type of land, We attribute the improvement 
in quality and yield to the use of high grade fertilizer and to the ad- 
dition of organic matter to the soil. 


Glad to be Corrected. 


Recently there came to the Association's attention a circular issued by a 
firm making a product that competes with canned éorn, in which it was stated that 
use of this product would avoid all possibility of poisoning by tin from the can. 
The Association took up the question with the firm, pointing out thet the inference 
that there is danger from tin poisoning from canned corn is unjustified by the facts. 
A reply was received, stating that the firm was glad to have the matter called to 
its attention and acknowledging that the stand taken by the Association is right. 
The firm has stopped its distribution of the circular. 
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